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Closing Ceremony of 2005-2010 Samoa Parliamentary Term 

Head of State of Samoa Address 

Tui Atua Tupua Tamasese Ta’isi Efi, Tiafau, 25 January 2011 

 

Mr Speaker, 

I am happy to give the address which officially closes the 14
th

 Parliamentary term.  It 

is in order, in my view, that I give a brief analysis on the performance of Parliament in 

the last 5 years and as well to share with you some of my reflections. 

 

The work of Government and Parliament in improving infrastructure has been 

tremendous over the last five years, from roads to transport to telecommunications, 

water and electricity supply, public and private sector reforms and sports and tourism 

developments. 

 

Parliament‟s decision in 2005 to privatise Polynesian Airlines, which had been for 

long a drain on the nation‟s resources, was significant for our travel industry and our 

national purse.  The joint venture between the Government and Virgin Blue has 

effectively allowed for better competition between competing airlines and has helped 

lead to major reductions in airfare prices and increases in tourist numbers.   

 

This means that today more people are able to travel to and from Samoa, especially 

between Samoa, New Zealand and Australia.  With this venture our national airline 

has after so long finally turned a profit.  Even the remnant Polynesian Airlines which 

services travel between the two Samoas is now recording profits.  This bode well for 

Samoa‟s commitment to host the 2007 South Pacific Games. 

 

The success of the 2007 SPG can be measured by the favourable comparisons drawn 

between it and the 2008 China Olympic Games and the India Commonwealth Games 

of last year.  Such favourable comparisons are only possible if we have world class 

sports facilities with accompanying high quality transport, accommodation and 

hospitality services.  The success of Samoa‟s 2007 South Pacific Games is evidenced 

also by the attention and business it has since generated from tourism, entrepreneurial 

activities and being chosen as the venue for world sporting events such as 

weightlifting, cricket, boxing, body building and judo. 
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The Government‟s commitment to youth and sports can be measured by their 

commitment to maintaining these world class facilities and their investment in 

national sports programmes.  The commitment of families to their young pays 

dividends when these youngsters become successful professionals, whether in sports 

or in other fields of work, and they give back to their families, villages, churches and 

country. 

 

On the 9
th

 of September, 2009, Parliament‟s historical decision to change the side of 

the road on which people drove was actioned.  There were long furious debates in the 

media and in homes on the pros and cons; a protest march to Parliament was 

organised; and a case was even taken to Court.  The intensity of public feeling and 

debate on the issue made those responsible for implementing the change more careful 

to ensure that everything went smoothly.  In thinking back to this event, despite well-

reasoned forecasts of harm, people rallied on the day to help the Department of Public 

Works, the Department of Transport and the Department of Police make sure that the 

switch would not cause any fatalities.  Common sense and a care for life prevailed. 

 

The success of the „switch‟ event can also be measured by the number of road 

accidents that have occurred since implementation.  The road accident toll has been 

low.  In fact, recent claims of a reduction in road fatalities over the 2010 Christmas 

period has as much to do with public acceptance of the „road switch‟ as with increased 

policing measures.   

 

On the 29
th

 of September we were not so lucky.  The tsunami of September 29, 2009, 

is ingrained in our memories and will be so for many years to come.  Notwithstanding 

our sadness we can find solace in the thought that when it really mattered it was not 

our material wealth, status or power that counted, but our ability to rally as family.  

The acts of so many whose love poured into Samoa in our hour of need gives 

substance to the saying:  O le e lave i tiga, o le ivi, le toto ma le aano: he who rallies 

in my hour of need is my kin.   
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The coming together of kin during these two September 2009 events also underlines 

the motto of my elders: „O Samoa e le o se malo, o le uso ma le aiga; Samoa is not an 

institution or abstract concept, it is family and brotherhood’. 

 

While I am touching on the tsunami, I want to make reference to the recent tragedy in 

Australia.  I want to add to the Prime Minister‟s expressions of condolence for the 

victims of the floods, by saying to the Government and people of Australia: Our 

thoughts and prayers are with you at this time of tragedy.  We remember your 

assistance after the tsunami and we remember you through the often quoted words of 

Thornton Wilder‟s novel The Bridge of San Luis Rey, about five people who died 

when a bridge collapsed over a gorge.  I quote: 

 

“But soon we die, and all memory of those five will have left Earth, and we 

ourselves shall be loved for a while and forgotten.  But the love will have been 

enough.  All those impulses of love return to the love that made them.  Even 

memory is not necessary for love.  There is a land of the living and a land of 

the dead and the bridge is love, the only survival, the only meaning”. 

 

The love that poured into Samoa from people all over the world during our country‟s 

efforts to recover from the tragedy proved that despite cultural, political or religious 

differences, we as humans do share a common humanity; that as God‟s children, we 

do, despite our weaknesses, aspire for His wisdom and goodness.   

 

As human beings we are endowed with intelligence.  But with all this intelligence we 

are still weak and fallible.  God has given us much to be thankful for and proud of 

over the last five years.  Both Government and Parliament have made Samoa proud.  

This is attested to by our international partners who have reported that Samoa now 

enjoys sharp improvements to its human development indicators and currently has the 

highest sustained economic growth in the region.  It is thus not political partisanship 

to say, „Malo, faafetai, faamanu / Congratulations‟ to the Prime Minister, Cabinet and 

Parliament for work well done: „Ua malie mata e vaai, ua malie taliga e faalogo / For 

what we see and hear greatly pleases us‟. 
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In acknowledging our successes, we must also, however, acknowledge the challenges 

we face in pursuing each success.  I want to end my address by sharing the findings of 

my reflections and meditations on what I consider two key challenges.   

 

These two challenges or dilemmas have been with us since the very first 

Parliamentary session of our Independent State of Samoa.  And they will more than 

likely still be faced by those blessed to lead and participate in the Parliaments to 

come.   

 

The first is the challenge of making laws and governing policies that can best balance 

the competing realities of living according to faaSamoa values on the one hand, and 

on the other, by the principles of egalitarianism and universal suffrage, and the drivers 

of a centralised government and monetary-based global market economy and the 

ideals of scientific professionalism.   

 

The crux of this challenge lies in understanding the relationship between cultural 

values and change.  There is a mindset which suggests that faaSamoa or Samoan 

values, principles, rules and practices are unchangeable.  While the verities of 

faaSamoa remain constant across time and space – otherwise they would not be a 

verity – the form and manner in which these verities take shape are always susceptible 

to and reflected in change.  This is implicit in the principle of relevance. 

 

Eminent Professor of Ecumenical Theology, Professor Hans Kung, says this of 

Christianity.  He says: “…the „essence‟ of Christianity does not show itself in 

metaphysical immobility and aloofness but always in a constantly changeable 

historical „form‟.  And if we are to get a sight of this original abiding „essence‟ – 

which is not static and rigid but takes place dynamically – we must take note of the 

historical „form‟ which permanently changes” [Kung, 2003, p.8].  This is equally true 

of our faaSamoa. 

 

In the logic of tofa saili there is a limit to our knowledge; there are things which are 

knowable to us now that will not be so tomorrow; or things that are unknowable now 

that may be so tomorrow. While we are always in search of knowledge and will 
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sometimes find it, our search for absolute knowledge will always be ongoing because 

only God knows all and lives forever.  

 

In our tofa saili we are assisted by the logic of tofa fetala’i, which is the wisdom of 

finding relevance and context; a wisdom that sees value in change.  Each day, each 

year, each decade, we are faced with new contexts that will question the validity or 

sense of existing rules, policies and values.  Each day, year or decade we must be able 

to assess and evaluate the wisdom of holding on to, changing or letting go of one or 

the other.  The challenge is in knowing how, when and why change should happen 

and how, when and why it should not.   

 

What guides our search for knowing what to do are the verities of God‟s love and 

justice implicit in our tofa saili and tofa fetala’i.  If in our search for the meanings of 

change we find that change is not reflective of God‟s love and justice and would not 

protect our wellbeing as His children, then we must have the mechanisms, strength, 

humility and courage to reassess, reverse and/or alter our decisions. 

 

The second challenge I wish to pose is that of application.  How do we locate and 

apply God‟s love and justice in the context of our democratic systems today?  Tony 

Blair, in his recent memoirs, highlights the point that modern democracies are places 

where more than just universal suffrage operates.  He points to the importance of also 

having the appropriate people capacity, institutions, culture and rules in order for 

democracy to work well and to the fact that „democracy itself needs to mature; it 

needs to adapt and reform as circumstances change‟ (Blair, 2010, p.688). 

 

In making appropriate decisions, building appropriate structures and systems and 

developing a culture and rules for the operation of democracy, the principle of God‟s 

love and justice should always be at the forefront of application.  The challenge of any 

system of operation that seeks to protect the wellbeing of the people it seeks to serve 

is finding ways to serve that reflects God‟s love and justice. 

 

It is not easy to balance conflicting interests or views, especially when each are 

legitimate in their own right.  And, the search for balance is not the prerogative or task 

of one person.  It is the prerogative and task of the collective.  But once this balance is 
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found it can produce a methodology and understanding that can allow for peace and 

stability of government and society.  

 

The principle of being able to apply rules in a way that reflects God‟s love and justice 

is evident in the message of the story in the Book of Daily Readings for Tuesday 18 

January 2011 (published by Thomson Press, India).  The story was of King David and 

his friends, told by Christ to the Pharisees, who questioned why his disciples were 

plucking heads of grain on Sabbath.  The Pharisees said to Jesus, “Look why do they 

do what is not lawful on the Sabbath?”  He said to them, “Have you never read what 

David did when he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, 

and ate the showbread, which is not lawful to eat except for the priests, and also gave 

some to those who were with him?”  Christ continued: “The Sabbath was made for 

man; and not man for the Sabbath”!  [Mark 2: 23-27; 3:6].   

 

In other words, laws are made for the wellbeing of people.  If our laws cause us harm, 

then we must reassess them and their application.  In our reassessment we can be 

further guided by the meditations of Peter Forysth, who in praying about Christ‟s 

message to the Pharisees, suggests that to govern well: “One must live with people to 

know their problems, and live with God in order to solve them”.  This is the challenge 

of application. 

 

I commend this 14
th

 Parliament for its work over the last five years.  I wish the 

country well in its deliberations for the upcoming elections.   

 

I now pronounce this 14
th

 Parliament officially closed. 

 

Soifua. 


